
Storytelling
Dr. Moniek Hover

Professor Storytelling 
Breda University of Applied Sciences 



Story(telling) a hype?

Our frame of reference defined by all these media!



Historian: 
A process of selection  and of creating order by which the narrator aims at making
unprocessed historical events intelligible to a specific audience.  
(Hayden White in Kearney, 2003)

Narratologist:
A series of logically/chronologically connected events 
which are caused/experienced by characters
(Hover, 2013, based on Bal, 2009)  

Fiction and non-fiction/true
A powerful story is “truthful”

What is story(telling)? 1/2



The practice and art of telling a story to an audience (called listener, reader, 
or viewer) deeply rooted in human cultures and taking many different forms 
(everyday life stories, myths, fables, or other) 
(Campos et al., 2022)
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What is story(telling)? 2/2



Narrative or Story?
Distinction by aim: 

• Narratives: aim at information 
> objective

• Stories: aim at emotions/ 
experience/meaning 
> subjective    

(Gabriel, 2000) Elaine’s story BrabantRemembers
https://youtu.be/4oBF3fo6aVk



Storytelling and placemaking?
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Storytelling and placemaking?

Lieux de memoire

Lieux d’imagination
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Storytelling and community building?
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Storytelling and heritage sites

Do’s
•Short stories 
•With appealing 
characters 

•Lieux de memoire & 
lieux d’imagination

• Involve local people in 
storytelling 

Don’ts
•Long narratives
•With many dates and 
facts

•Only lieux de memoire

•Pushing storytelling top 
down
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Thank you!
hover.m@buas.nl
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