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To share expertise, promote cooperation and 
emphasize the significance of fortified heritage as a 
continuing connection to our common European 
history and as a condition for economic, spatial and 
social development.

EFFORTS Mission 
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EFFORTS: advocacy
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On the basis of the FORTE CULTURA – EFFORTS TEREZIN 
Declaration of 6 April 2022: Never again war!
“As European networks for the safeguarding and development of fortified 
heritage, forts and defence lines, FORTE CULTURA and EFFORTS and their 
partners help to preserve the important cultural heritage of fortified 
monuments and make it accessible to all people. The fortresses of many eras, 
once built as military defense structures, are now sites of peace and culture 
for all people. They tell the story of Europe and serve as a reminder of the 
devastating consequences of countless wars. 

We expressly stand for the preservation of human rights, democracy and the 
rule of law. We promote international understanding, an international mindset 
and tolerance through the cultural heritage of the fortified monuments as a 
testimony to European history. We condemn any form of violence, racism or 
homophobia. 

We strongly condemn the escalation in Eastern Europe and the attack on 
Ukraine. We stand in solidarity with Ukraine and its people. Our thoughts are 
with our associate member Fortress Medzhybizh.

We demand an immediate end to the attack and the withdrawal of all non-
Ukrainian troops from Ukraine. We demand: ‘STOP the WAR!’”
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PROGRAMME OF THE PRESENTATION
‘Cooperation with Ukraine for Heritage and Peace’ 

Thursday 21 APRIL 2022
10h. – 11h.

This is an open Zoom conference 
Join Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88951362990?pwd=SnBlM2FyMWpkU1o2YzB0MmphOUE0UT09
Meeting ID: 889 5136 2990  - Passcode: 155429 

• Presentation by EFFORTS FORTE CULTURA of the ‘Cooperation for 
Heritage and Peace with Ukraine’ Fortified Heritage sites twinning 
programme, by Rafaël Deroo, Dirk Röder and Agnieszka Zurawska-Tatala
(Kostrzyn, PL) – 20 min 

• Followed by the presentation ‘Bastion fortification heritage in Ukraine’, 
by Mrs. Olha Tikhonova, UA (IHPAN Polish Academy of Sciences –
Institute Historii Tadeusza Manteuffla) – 20 min.

• Virtual signing of the first twinning – 20 min.
• Medzybizh Fortress, UA - City of Kostrzyn, PL 
With the support of the City of ‘s-Hertogenbosch, NL
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HOW ?
 EFFORTS / FORTE CULTURA members: 

• announce their interest to EFFORTS-
FORTE CULTURA

• find / contact a Ukrainian fortified 
heritage site or city (or via EFFORTS -
FORTE CULTURA)

• pay the Ukrainian partner / site’s 
symbolic membership contribution for 
one year (once), making the Ukrainian 
site an EFFORTS or FORTE CULTURA 
member for an indefinite period of time 
help/support the Ukrainian partner in 
heritage reconstruction a.o.
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EFFORTS and FORTE CULTURA will
together present a fortification 
heritage twinning programme
between EU and Ukrainian 
Fortress sites: 

• members are invited to 
partner with a Ukrainian 
fortified site / city / region.
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-Medzybizh Fortress during the 2022 War in Ukraine
-Pidhirtsi Castle 2021 Workshop
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 EFFORTS and FORTE CULTURA actions (1):

• EFFORTS and FORTE CULTURA work, with the 
symbolic membership fees, on
o the implementation of the Twinning 

Programme
o European and other support for the 

twinning programme and the Ukrainian 
sites.

• Programme’s Network contacts: Agnieszka 
Zurawska-Tatala, manager foreign affaire, City of 
Kostrzyn, PL and Olha Tikhonova (UA), IPHAN 
Krakow

• FORTE CULTURA upgrade of Medzybizh Fortress
membership to full membership
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 EFFORTS 
• will present a special EFFORTS AWARD 2022 to the Ukrainian 

fortified heritage sites at the EFFORTS 2022 Kaunas Congress
• Partners Twinning uptil now : 

• Sibenik (HR) twinning - Pidhirsti bastion castle (UA) signed
• Westwall Brand Denkmalschutz (DE) - Arpad Line assoc. (UA)
• ‘s-Hertogenbosch (NL) - City of Ivano-Frankivsk (UA)
• Fort Medzybizh (UA)
• Rastatt (DE) 
• Ville de Namur (BE)
• Herceg Novi Fest (ME)
• City of Oudenaarde (BE)
• Cork County (IE) 
• ...

• Actions by partners : 
• ‘Data safeguarding (BE) : member of European Competence 

Center for Cultural Heritage project ‘Save the Ukraine 
Monuments’ (https://www.4ch-project.eu/sum/)

• Online conference 15/6/22 participation EFFORTS
• Online workshop 28/6/22 by Olha T., IHPAN / EFFORTS
• UA visit by EFFORTS, Forte Cultura (DE) with Fortress Study 

Group (UK) 
• EFFORTS Congress EFFORTS Award 2022
• ...
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Дякую за увагу - Слава Україні
Thank you for your attention

CONTACTS FOR THE TWINNING PROGRAMME : 
‘Cooperation with Ukraine for Heritage and Peace’ 

Rafaël Deroo
Secretary general EFFORTS Europe
rafael.deroo@efforts-europe.be

Dirk Röder
Vice president FORTE CULTURA / board member EFFORTS

www.efforts-europe.eu
www.forte-cultura.eu

Follow us: 
powered by
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Bedankt voor uw aandacht

#WeAreEFFORTS


