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EFFORTS NEWSLETTER nr. 23 
SEPTEMBER 2022 

 

  
 
 

A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

 
 
 
 
Dear EFFORTS Members,  
Dear members of the EFFORTS community,  
 
 
These weeks EFFORTS is preparing, with its network, the seventh EFFORTS Congress of 2022 that takes 
place in Kaunas, Lithuania, from 6 to 7 October, with Board and AG meetings on the 5th. We are very 
of course proud to do this as partner of ‘Kaunas 2022 European Cultural Capital of Europe’.  
 
Central in this congress are the presentations and discussions about innovative green and community-
proof solutions for the use of fortified heritage. We are also interested to see how our network 
celebrated the European Fortress Summer and that our Ukrainian members will receive the EFFORTS 
Award 2022.   
 
EFFORTS is also happy that a series of members have connected with Ukrainian fortified sites and cities 
in the EFFORTS Forte Cultura Ukraine Twinning or Cooperation Programme, as it was presented in 
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April. 5 Partnerships are in the making today. Join this initiative by letting the EFFORTS secretariat 
know. 
 
I finally salute the founding of the EFFORTS – Forte Cultura Joint Scientific Committee on 16 
September at the Forte Marghera EFFORTS Knowledge Center on Fortified heritage. Through this 
grouping of fortification heritage experts we want to support the coming to reality of many interesting 
European projects for our members. 
 
Enjoy the next few weeks and see you in Kaunas, for the conclusion of our 5th year of activity !  
 
 

 
 
Frank Petter,  
Mayor of Bergen op Zoom, Netherlands  
President of EFFORTS 
 

 

 THANK YOU FOR YOUR  2022  

EFFORTS MEMBERSHIP! 
 
If you want to support EFFORTS financially and become a NEW EFFORTS funding member in 2022, 
PLEASE apply by filling in the formular on the website :  
http://www.efforts-europe.eu/membership/ 
or contact the EFFORTS secretariat : info@efforts-europe.be 
PRESENT MEMBERS will receive their annual invoice by mail. 
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EFFORTS 6-7 OCTOBER 2022 7th ANNUAL CONGRESS 
 

 
KAUNAS CONGRESS : please register for the congress and find all other 
information on  
https://www.efforts-europe.eu/efforts-2022-kaunas-congress/ 
 
Continuing the EFFORTS Goes Green trajectory of the organisation, EFFORTS’ 2022 congress focuses 
on green innovative solutions for fortified heritage challenges, not forgetting the importance for 
European local communities.  Emphasis will be given to the Baltic region. This congress will be 
accompanied by a series of workshops and the presenting of the EFFORTS Award 2022. 
 
The EFFORTS 7th annual congress in Kaunas is organised with Kaunas Fortress Park and #Kaunas2022, 
the organisation of Kaunas 2022 European Capital of Culture. 
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22 OCTOBER BATTLE FOR GROL CONFERENCE -  Oost Gelre 
 
The city of Oost Gelre invites you with EFFORTS to the conference on the occasion of the Battle for 
Grol reenactment festival, taking place in the renaissance fortified town of Groenlo, on 22 October 
2022. Contact b. wagenaar@oostgelre.nl 
 

 

 
 
 
 



7 
 

JOIN  THE EFFORTS - FORTE CULTURA JOINT SCIENTIFIC 
COMMITTEE 
 

 
 

On 15-16 September 2022, EFFORTS member Fondazione Forte Marghera hosted the EFFORTS Forte 
Cultura Joint Scientific Committee presentation at its Forte Marghera confence .  The Joint Scientific 
Committee will an active database of experts in all fields of action of EFFORTS, via established sub-
committees or ad-hoc committees: in heritage, history, management, social science, environment and 
climate, architecture, archeology, digital development and databases and fortress management. We 
are always looking for experts in these fields. The committee will work with the EFFORTS Fortification 
Knowledge Center in Forte Marghera (Venice Mestre, IT). One of the tasks of the Committee is the 
Fortification Heritage Study of which a first part was published by the Knowledge Center in 2021. It is 
linked to the ICOFORT expert data base. 
 
 If you are interested to join the Joint Scientific Committee of EFFORTS – Forte Cultura, send a 

mail message to info@efforts-europe.eu 
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Fiorenzo Meneghelli, Natasa Urosevic, Stefano Mondini and Daniele Sferra, heading the EFFORTS – Forte Cultura 
Joint Scientific Committee, the EFFORTS Fortification Heritage Knowledge Center, and Fondazione Forte 
Marghera, at Forte Marghera on 18 May 2022. Underneath the signing of the proposed Declaration on the 
founding of the Joint Scientific Committee in Forte Marghera on 16 September 2022. 

 
 
 
EFFORTS - FORTE CULTURA – UKRAINE COOPERATION & 
TWINNING PROGRAMME 
 
The EFFORTS – Forte Cultura UKRAINE twinning and cooperation programme, for EFFORTS members 
to join Ukrainian fortified sites and establish contact, is still ongoing.  It was presented on 21 April 
2022. If you are interested, foresee making a Ukrainian site member and make contacts for future 
projects and for specialised help in heritage management. If you want to participate, contact 
info@efforts-europe.eu and we will look with you for a partnership (‘twinning’) and take care of all 
needed support (also linguistic).  A special 2022 EFFORTS Award will be given to the Ukrainian sites. 
All information on the EFFORTS website:  
Other events, congresses, conferences and workshops - EFFORTS (efforts-europe.eu) 
The German organisation and bunkerline ‘Fachplanungsbüro für Brand- und Denkmalschutz’ under 
hte guidance of Friedrich Wein, has worked on concrete measures for cooperation, to be presented at 
the EFFORTS congress.  
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Creative Europe call on the support for Ukrainian creative sectors 
 

 
“Culture is one of the building blocks of any nation. Cultural expression and access to culture are 
indispensable elements to live and help us deal with traumatic events, build individual and collective 
resilience and a perspective for a post-war future. 

The war in Ukraine has devastating effects on the Ukrainian cultural heritage and on cultural 
organisations and artists that cannot operate and reach out to their national and international 
audience. Additionally, many Ukrainian displaced people and children fleeing the war and currently 
staying in other locations in Ukraine or in other Creative Europe countries will not be able to return to 
their pre-war locations because of destruction. Those staying in other Creative Europe countries will 
have to interact with their new communities to facilitate their integration. Culture and the arts have 
proven to be an efficient tool to connect people from different background and facilitate integration. 

The objective of the special call is to help the Ukrainian cultural and creative organisations, as well as 
artists and professionals to address the following challenges in the short and medium term: 

Objective 1 – short term 

1. support Ukrainian artists and cultural organisations to create and showcase their art and 
works in Ukraine and in Creative Europe participating countries 

2. help Ukrainians displaced by the war, in particular children, in Ukraine or Creative Europe 
participating countries, have access to culture and/or facilitate their integration into their new 
communities through culture. In this context, adequate attention should be given to the 
consequences the war inflicted on mental health 

Objective 2 – medium term 

1. prepare the post-war recovery of the Ukrainian cultural sectors through needs assessments, 
capacity building and investment planning 
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2. prepare and train Ukrainian cultural heritage professionals with regard to the protection of 
Ukrainian cultural heritage from risks. 

The achievement of these objectives, especially the post-war recovery of the Ukrainian cultural sectors 
should be built on Ukraine’s new status as EU candidate country. 

Grants will be provided to consortium of organisations implementing activities for the benefit of a 
wider number of stakeholders (i.e., organisations and/or individuals). It will also support activities 
implemented by third parties, as explained below. 

Support will be given to three projects, as indicated below: 

 Max EUR 2 000 000 to address objective 1.a: support Ukrainian artists and cultural 
organisations to create and showcase their art and works. Proposals addressing this 
objective should demonstrate through adequate experience a good capacity to finance a 
large number of small projects through cascading grants, as explained in the Call 
Document 

 Max EUR 2 000 000 to address objective 1.b: help through culture Ukrainians displaced by 
the war. Proposals addressing this objective should demonstrate through adequate 
experience a good capacity to finance a large number of small projects through cascading 
grants, as explained in the Call Document 

 Max EUR 1 000 000 to address objective 2 – medium term (including both 2.a - post-war 
recovery of the Ukrainian cultural sectors and 2.b - prepare and train Ukrainian cultural 
heritage professionals).” 
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RECAPTURE THE FORTRESS CITIES ANTWERP CLOSING EVENT 29 

June 2022

 

 
EFFORTS, together with EFFORTS member Simon Stevin Stichting VVC, organises for EFFORTS member 
Regionale Landschappen 5 regional stakeholder meetings in the Recapture the Fortress City Interreg 
programme. 15 March saw the meeting in Herentals (BE). The last stakeholder meeting was on 29/6 
in Antwerp and was about creating innovation and networks, specially coming to a greater intra-
Flemish fortified sites cooperation with EFFORTS. “Interreg Europe 'Recapture the Fortress Cities' (RFC) 
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is about a 'reconquest' of fortified heritage, more specifically towards more climate-proof, innovative 
and sustainable development of historic fortified towns and fortresses. “ 

 

EFFORTS AT THE URBAN – CULTURE AND CULTURAL 
HERITAGE CONFERENCE  in ROME 
As part of the Action Group on Dissonant Heritage (through its work with EFFORTS on its CERV EU 
project ‘Forts/Unchained’ (on concentration camps in fortified sites), EFFORTS secretary general 
participated at the final conference of the EU Urban partnership ‘Culture and Cultural Heritage’ in 
June in Rome. For all information and results:  

http://www.ponmetro.it/home/organizzazione/the-partnership-on-culture-cultural-heritage-of-the-
urban-agenda-for-the-eu/  

 



14 
 

 

 

END CONFERENCE EU INTERREG FORTITUDE PROJECT, 
BANJA LUKA (BiH) 
In June, EFFORTS experts were present at the final meeting of the Fortitude project, for which 
EFFORTS organised 3 workshops.  Fortress of Culture Šibenik was also personally presented its 
overdue 2020 EFFORTS AWARD. 
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‘s-HERTOGENBOSCH IN BRUSSELS ON 9 SEPTEMBER 
 
EFFORTS and the Dutch Provinces Representation in Brussels received on 9 September ‘s-
Hertogenbosch and EFFORTS member mayor Jack Mikkers and, among others, and the new 
alderwoman for heritage Marianne van der Sloot (photo), at the European Parliament. 
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OPENING OF SAINT MICHAEL’s FORT IN SIBENIK (HR) 
In June, the newest fortress site of Fortress of Culture SIBENIK was opened. It will be as place for events 
and exchange. 
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Other 

 
 

 Since 2020, EFFORTS member Oost Gelre organises with EFFORTS the VIA HISPANIA cultural 
route along the 80-Year’s War heritage sites and immaterial heritage.  
 

 
 

 Check out upcoming evens on the pages of EFFORTS member Forte Cultura: 
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EFFORTS NETWORKS 

 
 EFFORTS is member of the European Heritage Alliance 3.3 - check out the calendar : 

http://europeanheritagealliance.eu/events/  and the Climate Heritage Network and the 
Heriwell project. 

  
 

 EFFORTS is a partner of the International Fortress Council (IFC) : 
http://www.internationalfortresscouncil.org/calendar.html, Liberation Route Europe 
Foundationwww.LREFoundation.eu www.liberationrouteeurope.eu and War Heritage 
Institute’s ‘Belgium Battlefield of Europe’ network www.belgiumbattlefield.be 
   

 

 
 

 EFFORTS works on an upcoming Wellington Line project in Belgium and the Netherlands.  

     
 

 EFFORTS and the UN International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS)  and the 
International Scientific Committee on Fortifications and Military Heritage (ICOFORT) 
mutually support each other: https://www.icomos.org/en/about-
icomos/committees/regional-activities-europe/39374-upcoming-events-save-the-date 

 

 
 

 
 EFFORTS, via its members Regionale Landschappen and Simon Stevin V.V.C. (BE), participates 

in the set-up of the regional meetings in Flanders (BE), organised within the EU Interreg 
Europe project Recapture the Fortress Cities focusing on best practices of fortified cities in the 
management of their fortified heritage. 
https://keep.eu/projects/21538/Recapture-the-Fortress-Citi-EN/ 



20 
 

Alle meetings are in Dutch. Results of these meetings can be found on 
www.regionalelandschappen.be. (Contact info@efforts-europe.eu if you want to participate). 
This is the meeting series : 

 
20 January 2021 : Fortress cities and forts in green and blue (Dendermonde)  
22 June 2021 : Forts, vision and financing (Lier)  
27 January 2021 : Recreation and tourism (Mechelen)  
15 March 2022 : Spatial planning and landscape architecture (Herentals) 
 
29 June 2022 : Building bridges : innovation and fortress networks (Antwerp) 

Register : https://www.efforts-europe.eu/recapture-the-fortress-cities-antwerpen-het-steen-en-
lillo/ 

 
For more European news on cultural heritage, see EFFORTS partner : https://heritagetribune.eu/ 
 

 

 
 
 

MEETING PLACE BRUSSELS  
Are you planning coming to Brussels? Need an ad-hoc workspace for a few hours or need to make a 
few copies ? We are happy to receive you @ the EFFORTS office in Brussels at Trierstraat 67 rue de 
Trèves, 1040 Brussels (around the corner from the European Parliament). You can make an 
appointment at the EFFORTS secretariat info@efforts-europe.eu.  Also: if you need help contacting 
an EU official, service or a Member of the European Parliament or you need info on finding your way 
around Brussels, contact the same mail address. 
 
 
NEXT EFFORTS NEWSLETTER nr. 24 in November 2022. Send in your information by 1 November 2022. 
For more information and all other newsletters, see the EFFORTS website : www.efforts-europe.eu  

   Follow, like, contribute and share #EFFORTSEUROPE on facebook, Instagram and twitter.  
 
PRIVACY POLICY 
EFFORTS collects, uses and stores the personal data transmitted in accordance with legislation, and, in particular, Reg. 2016/679 of 27 April 
2016 on the protection of individuals with regard to the processing of personal data and the free movement of such data (GDPR). If you have 
questions about or objections to the use of your data for EFFORTS network use, please contact us at: 

EFFORTS : contact the secretariat at Trierstraat 67 / rue de Trèves 67 in 1000 Brussels : info@efforts-europe.com   T : +32.(0)477.623.792 
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