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Kwartier Rabstabe (De Haan, Belgium)
• European top nature site with future nature development
• Reallocation and refurbishment of several WW2 area (WN Blücher III -

German passive Klein Heidelberg radar installation) & Cold War era
• Project of the Flemish Land Agency – VLM & Flemish Agency  for 

Nature and Forest – ANB



POW Vloethemveld (Zedelgem, Belgium)
• WW1 German logistic site and timber extraction for trenches, Interbellum 

Belgian ammunition store, WW2 German ammunition store, Allied Post-
WW2 POW-camp (German, Baltic, …. Prisoners), Belgian military domain 
after WW2, now a valuable European nature area

• Refurbishing some of the barracks of the camp, visualisation of an 
ammunition store

• Consolidation and protection of the artworks made by prisoners
• Solving climatisation issues
• Better accessibility of the area for visitors with respect for heritage and 

nature
• Project of Flemish Land Agency - VLM, Flemish Agency  for Nature and 

Forest – ANB







The restoration and/or consolidation of military 
heritage (in nature reserves) with use of 
(innovative) sustainable materials

• The consolidation or restoration of military heritage
• With attention to the use of sustainable, innovative materials - and 

the removal of harmful materials
• Build up expertise on techniques, bunker conservation, bunker 

restoration. Exchange this expertise.
• With respect for the environment and biodiversity (often nature 

reserves)
• With attention to socio-economic participatory trajectories?







The search for sustainable solutions for combating 
corrosion on outdoor collection pieces
• Innovative scientific research with universities and/or other research 

facilities
• The execution of a number of concrete pilot projects



Refurbishment and re-use of military heritage
• Refurbishment of military heritage and bunkers in different 

ways:
• As a museum
• As a nature reserve
• With an economic function (businesses, shops, children’s farm, 

B&B’s, etc.)
• With an artistic approach
• …

• Making ‘heritage without economic use’ in nature reserves 
accessible - working on an integral approach in which heritage and 
nature reinforce each other 

• Carrying out environmental construction and nature development 
work (nature development, paths, green buffers, etc.)



Sustainable energy use in military heritage

• The sustainable climatisation of a bunker or fort (humidity, temperature) is often 
a challenge

• In raversyde, all bunkers and collections must also be under alarm
• How can energy consumption in such heritage be organised in a more sustainable 

way? 
• What solutions are there if this cannot be done on site? Possibilities are often 

very limited.
• Development of climatization scenarios focusing on energy reduction / increased 

energy efficiency / local energy production in a heritage context
• Implementation, monitoring and validation of these climatization scenarios
• Knowledge dissemination within relevant networks, such as Atlantikwall Europe  

and other heritage organisations



Museum scenography with attention for new 
(immersive) technologies and visitor experiences
• Drawing up scenographic plans
• Implementation of this new scenography 
• With special attention to integral accessibility and reachability of 

more difficult target groups



Vloethemveld: The partial restoration and 
refurbishment of the Ferme Bocca (°1781) 

into an information point and gateway to 
the silence area. 



Improving accessibility and visibility of 
military heritage sites
• Improving accessibility in terms of mobility, with a focus on 

sustainable mobility flows
• Improving the visibility of the site in the public space (e.g. with 

fencing, lettering, signage, the integration of artworks)
• Improving indoor visitor reception and customer friendliness on site

with the necessary facilities
• The construction of outdoor infrastructure for visitors (street 

furniture, paths, entrance areas...)
• Projects concerning communication to the general public about the 

sites, as well as the messages we want to spread





Creation of sustainable touristic networks

• Strengthening existing recreational walking and cycling 
networks - solvingfor missing links

• Creation of tourism networks: walking routes, cycling 
routes, international routes.

• Using innovative technologies (VR, AR, …)
• Scientific 3D-reconstructions and digitalisation

of WW2-sites, and making it accessible for the public
• With the focus on sustainable tourism



The realisation of a (scientific) knowledge centre
on the Atlantic Wall: regional and international
• With attention to coastal defences from both world wars
• With a physical library and digitalization of the collections



- Further collection of testimonies relating to 
WW1 and WW2 at the coast

- Knowledge exchange with international 
partners regarding historical research, 
archaeological research, exhibitions, 
conservation & management, restoration, reuse 
& refurbishment, combination of natural 
heritage, (inclusive) tourist access, museum use 
of bunkers, energy management on sites, digital 
and innovative projects, joint art projects, the 
sustainable management of military collections 
and heritage (in nature reserves on the coast)…



Inventorying the Atlantic Wall and linking it 
across borders
• The inventory of the Atlantic Wall: visible remains, remains which

have dissapeared, archaeological data

• With attention for aerial photography, LIDAR, archival research
• With attention to participation between amateur historians and professional 

institutions
• Focusing on improving scientific research methods and exchange with foreign 

institutions, which doesn't mean we have to bring everything together in one 
(GIS) system

• Linking up with other inventory projects of similar military heritage
• Opening up the results to the public





3D-scan



Study on shared history/common heritage of 
coastal defence lines in Europe
• Incl. collection of data about WW2 in coastal areas.  
• Research into how local people approach these physical remains of 

the war in and what the impact was/is
• Comparison between regions (Western Europe and the UK).
• Dissiminating the results. 



Educational and participatory projects
• About general themes: repression, conflict, human rights, walls, EU 

Citizenship, …
• Or focused on specific sites
• Participatory art project about street art on bunkers - with 

implementation at various locations in Raversyde and abroad



The organization of events
• Local, regional, international
• Curating and exchanging joint expositions
• International competitions
• (International) Art events / artistic 

interventions on military heritage
• Exchange on the organisation of events in or 

near sensitive natural areas
• Further development of the European 

Bunkerday, a day when we open up as many 
bunkers as possible to the public

• Opportunity: 2024 - 80 years D-Day





Management of sites
• Projects on reception and hospitality
• Projects on entrepreneurship and visitor management
• The development of innovative business models for Atlantic Wall sites 

and other non-economic heritage (sustainable site management)



Continuing and strengthening the 
'Atlantikwall Europe' network
• Continuation and further expansion of the 

network
• Thematic and geographical
• Collaboration with other (European 

networks)
• Projects aimed at promoting positive 

cooperation between professional 
researchers and amateurs/volunteers 
(around WW1/WW2)



Writing an ethical charter for Atlantic Wall 
sites
- The Atlantic Wall has become a symbol of oppression and exclusion experienced 

during the German occupation of Western Europe. This shared heritage should 
therefore be a place of remembrance, linking events of the past with present-day 
European issues and urging us to reflect on our common European values. 

- The further development of an ethical framework for the disclosure of 
Atlantikwall & WW2 sites (extremism, discrimination, inequality, ... The EU as an 
outcome of WW2). 

- With attention to the developments in the field of dealing with dissonant 
heritage (Urban Agenda EU)



Continuing and strengthening the 
'Atlantikwall Europe' network
• Protection of the entire Atlantic Wall as a UNESCO World Heritage 

Site or award of a European Heritage label (see also Normandy 
beaches)



Possible partnerships
The cooperation can take different forms

Some programs are better suited for investment projects than others

- Interreg regional investment projects: Vlaanderen-Nederland, Frankrijk-Wallonië-Vlaanderen, …
- Programs covering larger parts of Europe or the whole of Europe: Horizon Europe (cluster 2), 

Creative Europe, Interreg NEW, Interreg NSR, CERV
- Life, …

Examples:
- Regional cooperation in a specific Interreg-region
- Cooperation between all countries with Atlantic Wall sites
- Cooperation between different countries with bunker lines of fortification heritage
- Cooperation on thematic topics such as ‘Dissonant heritage’ (not limited to military heritage)
- Sites with similar issues, not necessarily military heritage (e.g. heritage in nature areas)



• We have the ambition to participate in several European projects – Various actions can be bundled into an 
integrated project. This for both investment projects and network projects

• Potential partners can be heritage sites, nature management organisations, museums, municipalities, 
provinces, heritage agencies, universities, other research institutions, etc.

• We have experience with Interreg-projects (WW2 Heritage, Maxigreen, Forten en Linies in Grensbreed
perspectief, Staats-Spaanse linies) and the Creative Europe program (Atlantikwall Europe) 

• Other Belgian partners are also interested in European collaboration (Flemish Land Agency - VLM, Flemish 
Agency  for Nature and Forest – ANB, …)

• More information: 
Mathieu.de_Meyer@west-vlaanderen.be
Sarah.Goderis@west-Vlaanderen.be
0032 499 56 59 20
www.raversyde.be
www.atlantikwalleurope.eu
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