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Fortengordels area around city of Antwerp
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Who we are & what we do ! www.regionalelandschappen.be/english
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operating context = current RFC-project
‘Recapture the Fortress Cities’
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Our current challenges in Antwerp

> policy plan ‘Kaderplan’ = future vision
on the two Fortress Belts

> status: inactive since 2019

> ambition is reviving

> need to include the heart = city Antwerp
> opportunity for fortress cities to join?

Interreg Europe
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First iIdea
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Peer Review (Interreg Europe) on
Reviving Fortress Network
> highlight recommendations:
1. Mix of funding is needed
2. Mapping of stakeholders and
Inclusion key playres
3. Good governance structure
(cfr. Zuiderwaterlinie)
4. Importance of volunteers
... other

24-25 Nov 2021

Europe, let's cooperate!

Interregional cooperation forum Online
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PROGRAMME

pitch > Reviving the Fortress Networks
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First idea 'Q‘
REVIVING THE FORTRESS NETWORKS Hosted by

Forts are often part of a larger defense system with multiple forts in a circle (belt) around a city or line
structure next to a border. Currently this system needs help, after loss of militaire purpose forts and city
wall structures are reused by different associations and their common cause as system Is affected. Itis

the objective to reactivate the network in 3 new context - to bring back the DNA of forts and city wall

structures to be part of a larger fortress system and to build again the system of forts as a strong

Wim Debaene
NETWORK for leisure, recreation, soclal use and also to connect the muitiple forts again to the city or Regional Landscapes Antwerp
border. It is also about building a fortress COMMUNITY, the benefits are multiple: promotion and Interested in: Leading a project.
Joining a project, Sharing a project
communication of the whole system reaching wider audience and visitors as a form of sustainable Idea, Networking with peers,

Par‘uc.oatrs IN peer reviews,
Exchanging good practices,
expertise in for example restauration techniques (craftsmen academy?) or stimulating start-up of Attending networking events,

Following online learning activities

tourism (walking. cycling between forts are the perfect getaway), support of forts in specific advice and

entrepreneurs in forts, funding support for restauration of multiple forts, start new innovative projects.
From within this network also VISION is important as the former design of the fortress network(s) have a
military strategy and architectural origin and background. Currently this militairy use is not longer needed
(lucklly). Instead other needs come up such as need for green accessible parks. new touristic routes,
events or festivais and all kind of cultural activitities, by activating the network and community the next
step is vision development. This step is needed to make new plans or projects so the fortress network can

be strong, innovative & self-sufficient. This project idea is written and initiated by the Antwerp Regional

Landscapes (Belgium) and supported by city of Antwerp & Dendermonde (Belgium) and Magdeburg

fort belt
or line?

(Germany) - al three cities have old defensive city walls and forts belt around the city. We are looking for

partners with the same fortress situation and ambition.

I'm interested

www.regionalelandschappen.be/english
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First idea > Reactions & follow-up

Nov & Dec ’21

7112/2021

8 >17/12/2021

Good reactions and interest
before & after IE pitch session ( = ongoing ...)

)

Approval of RFC Good Practice ‘Fortengordel
by IE policy officer > next step: incl. database

1st project outlines — written by: Regional LS,
Efforts, Forte Cultura, Magdeburg

> new approach & improvement in line with
new project funding program — such as:

1. SMART connected, vision, digital...

2. GREEN environment, nature, sustainable...

3. SOCIAL community, story telling, support.,.



First idea > Reactions & follow-up > Open partner search ...

Magdeburg, Germany Transylvania, Romania

deerwaterllnle Netherlands Partner X ... ?
: }a& %Qt PartnerY ... ?
PartnerZ ... ?




First idea > Reactions & follow-up > Open partner search ...

Who are we looking for ? Possible project partners

Partner with larger fortress network / defense: belt or line

Partner with ambition for improvement fortress network

If possible good practice on theme smart / green / social

Good EU spread >

We need you !
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Wim Debaene
landscape architect, urban planner

project officer @ Regional Landscapes
partner @ Interreg Europe project RFC

Questions welcom wim.debaene@rldv.be +32 496 10 38 84




