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FUTURE PLANNING 
OF THE ZUIDERWATERLINIE

Dr ir Gerdy Verschuure-Stuip    - Drs Hermelinde van Xanten

CONFERENCE: 
6TH EFFORTS 
CONGRESS  

Fortified heritage in green and blue –
a European sustainable solution
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ZUIDERWATERLINIE
A historic water defence line for the Netherlands, water as 
a friend against the enemy, help to fight new

Historic line, with challenges
- growing attention to heritage. Increasing tourism
- problems with drought, water storage in case of peak 
moments is needed
- sustainable agriculture (water levels)

Water as a problem, challenge and solution
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Dutch Schools of 
Landscape architecture
Academie van Bouwkunst- Amsterdam
Universiteit van Wageningen
TU Delft
Van Hall Larenstein
HAS Hogeschool Den Bosch

https://www.dutchschooloflandscapearchitecture.nl/

https://www.dutchschooloflandscapearchitecture.nl/
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Design charrette/ workshops

September 2020 Breda about 

landscape heritage- military 

defence line

Picture G. Verschuure-Stuip, TU Delft Picture: Jan Janse, State Forestry Service
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www.globalheritage.nl

5/12
Dr ir Gerdy Verschuure-Stuip
Ass. Professor Landscape architecture
Research coordinator group Heritage and 
Environment
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Design charrete/ design workshop/ student hub

3 days intensive designing for the future of the Zuiderwaterlinie

TU Delft motto: Impact for a better society:
Centres motto 
- Find solutions for the future?
- Collaboration between practice and academia?
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heritage  

mensen

Heritage and transformation is  changing
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Preservation through the (built) objects 
materials/ authenticity/ conservation and restoration

’Preservation through development’
(Belvedere 2000)

Heritage as part of 

New motto
‘Preservation through people’

1.Preservation through use and participation
2.Preservation through experience 
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Stupendous bridges in Holland | The 500 Hidden Secrets

Fortress De Roovere
Restoration of the fortress
New additions were made, not looking as it was.

https://www.the500hiddensecrets.com/netherlands/holland/buildings/bridges
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Walls of ‘s-Hertogenbosch
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Preservation through the (built) objects 
-materials/ authenticity/ conservation and restoration

’Preservation through development’
(Belvedere 2000)

- Erfgoed verbonden met grote opgave en ontwikkeling

New motto
‘Preservation through people’

1.Preservation through use and participation
2.Preservation through experience 
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SERIE FOTO’S

Preservation through experience 

… look, experience, live.

Website of the Zuiderwaterlinie
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-WANDELROUTEL

Mensen eten samen in fort, rondleidingen> 

Zuiderwaterlinie plaatjes> evenementen

Projectbureau Zuiderwaterlinie
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• Faro Convention

PARTICIPATION IN HERITAGE 
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Question 1: 
(Cooperation) strengthen cooperation in future perspectives on 
military heritage. 
1.chat: suggestions by the audience?

2.lecture by dr ir Gerdy Verschuure-Stuip, Research Leader  LDE Center

for Global Heritage & Development (TU Delft)

Studentproject Zuiderwaterlinie 2020-2021- (plaatje Groen)

Question 2:
(Experience) improve experience our military heritage
1.Chat: suggestions by the audience
2.Lecture by Hermelinde van Xanten, Kunstloc Brabant
Verbeeldingsproject Zuiderwaterlinie
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STUDENTS

HAS Den Bosch - Geo Media & Design

Marthe Dey

Romy van Esseveld

Remo van den Hoogenhof

Aron Muijen

Lars Nederhof

Rowan Post

Van Hall Larenstein – Tuin- en Landschaps-

inrichting

Art Bor

Koen van den End

Roy Italiaander

Tijn Koppens

Wageningen University – Landscape 

Architecture & Planning

Marieke van den Broeck

Tom den Duijf

Henk-Jan Lekkerkerk

Esther van der Meer

Josselin Snoek

Rianne Wassink

VU Amsterdam - Heritage studies

Unige Bagdi

Karsten Brunt

Rachel Daelmans

Cyr Everaerts

Tin van Heusden

Bo Jonk

Nita Lloncari

Daphne Martens

Mark RIepema

Tosca Sombroek

Mrudula Tatavarthi

Menora Tse

University Leiden - Applied Archaeology

Ruben van Dijk

Maaike Tenhagen

Stella Ruigrok

TU Delft - Landscape Architecture

Emmanouela Armoutaki

Farnoosh Bazrafkan

Floris Beijer

Ivo Brands

Kue-itso Chen

Esmee van Eeden

Xinyu He

Yayun Gao

Gary Gilson

Jan Houweling

Pu Jiang

Ioanna Kokkona

Suixin Liaw

Yu Liu

Francesca Mazza

Lotte Oppenhuis

Kailun Qi

Willemijn Schreur

Yun Sun

Dorien Tulp

Ran Yan

Yu Zheng

Willem de Kooning Academie - Spatial

Design

Simon van Soolingen
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Student Floris Beijer: ‘ It was very interesting to work on a real-life project’. 

The discussions we had was really interesting’

Ran: 
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Jan Janse, State Forestry Service who ‘owns’ a lot of land in the area:
‘it was very inspiring to see the new plans’

‘Student work is always helpful in the process of 
transformation. The students ideas form no ‘threat’ for 
other co-workers, but can be helpful for a new mindset.’
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Collaboration with local experts

Stories were made and placed on the 
website of the Zuiderwaterlinie
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Jan

Local people were involved in the 
discussion, which was important because 
people felt ‘heard’.  
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•

Old inundation fields- agriculture New agriculture, based on wet agriculture 
and marshlands> ‘idea of inundation



26



27

PARTICIPATION & 
CO-CREATION

• This demands a new 
form of cooperattion

• Own ideas

• Flexible if needed
(like Barbapapas)

Drawings are important, 
imagination
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Localized water 
management:

Collect, Clean, Recycle

Sponge City: permeable 
surfaces, increase organic 

areas

Eco-boulevards:
Open gutters, 

hollow roads, green 
tramways, less 

pavement

Parks: 
Infiltration fields, 

relief in 
gardens/parks, 
helophytefilter, 
water squares

Homes: 
Green facades/gardens, 
green/rainwater fences, 
polder/green rooftops, 

rainwater storage under 
large buildings

TOOLBOX
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Question 2:
Improve experience our military heritage (art)
1.Chat: suggestions by the audience

2.Lecture by Hermelinde van der Zande, Kunstloc
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HERMELINDE VAN 

XANTEN

ADVISOR ART & SPACE
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25 partners
looking for shared tasks
art and imagination can

connect different worlds
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different methods
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Landkunst
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QUESTIONS,

TIPS,

RECOMMENDATIONS?

I WOULD LIKE TO HEAR FROM YOU….

HERMELINDE VAN XANTEN

HERMELINDE.VANXANTEN@KUNSTLOCBRABANT.NL

+31651607243

mailto:hermelinde.vanxanten@kunstlocbrabant.nl
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www.kunstlocbrabant.nl/

https://www.kunstlocbrabant.nl/agenda/landschapstriennale-

landschapslaboratorium-zuiderwaterlinie-17510

https://brabantvertelt.nl/

https://www.kunstlocbrabant.nl/projecten/zuiderwaterlinie-

niet-vechten-maar-hechten-796

http://www.kunstlocbrabant.nl/
https://www.kunstlocbrabant.nl/agenda/landschapstriennale-landschapslaboratorium-zuiderwaterlinie-17510
https://brabantvertelt.nl/
https://www.kunstlocbrabant.nl/projecten/zuiderwaterlinie-niet-vechten-maar-hechten-796

