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MARCH 2021 

 
 

 
 
A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

 
 
 
Dear EFFORTS Members, 
Dear members of the EFFORTS community,  
 

I am proud to see that our EFFORTS community is alive and working well in these difficult months.  
Spring has always been the promise of renewal and I am confident that EFFORTS and the partners in 
fortified heritage can soon meet and exchange on the subjects we hold dear. 
 
In the last few months, EFFORTS has been active in the set-up of our 2021 workshops. We organize 
two with our members every year. With Forte Cultura, Hellevoetsluis and the EU Week of the 
Regions we are preparing for you and with you interesting topics : we go forward with our intent to 
come to a European Fortification Heritage Impact Study, following our last congress. We want to 
highlight the importance of the implication of citizens in heritage work and professions and we are 
working hard with national and regional stakeholders to put fortification at the forefront of regional 
development, clean energy and climate solutions.  
 
EFFORTS, now with two members-partners, Stichting Liniebreed Ondernemen and Forte Cultura, is 
reinventing its European Fortress Day, this year adapting it to the Covid situation and installing the 
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European Fortress Summer 2021 : all sites are invited to show their sites to the public within the 
national safety situations and show that fortified heritage is open for the summer. 
 
Another particular initiative I hold dear, is the EFFORTS-Liberation Route Europe Foundation 
cooperation decided in January. In this, EFFORTS and LREF will highlight this year and beyond, and 
with a highpoint the Bergen op Zoom conference in October, the memory of the persecuted in camps 
and detention centers in fortified sites during WWII. Fortification heritage is not only a bridge to the 
future, but also a place for remembrance. 
 
I wish you a great Spring. And do not forget your 2021 membership !   
 
Frank Petter 
Mayor of Bergen-op-Zoom, Netherlands  
President of EFFORTS 
 

 
The EFFORTS members network in 2020. Will you be on this map in 2021 ? 
 
 

 

 THANK YOU FOR YOUR  2021  

EFFORTS MEMBERSHIP! 
 
If you want to support EFFORTS financially and become a new EFFORTS funding member in 2021, 
PLEASE apply via the website : http://www.efforts-europe.eu/membership/ 
or contact the EFFORTS secretariat : info@efforts-europe.be 
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EUROPEAN CULTURAL HERITAGE GREEN PAPER 

 
 
On 22 March the European Cultural Heritage Green Paper has been published. Connecting cultural 
heritage Europe’s recovery, Europe’ Green Deal and the European Bauhaus Initiative, it is 
linked to all current priorities of the European Union: from supporting education and the digital 
transformation to underpinning the tourism industry; from the creation of highly skilled and 
rewarding jobs to the regeneration of historic cities, villages and the countryside; and from 
fostering social cohesion to improving the physical and mental wellbeing of individuals and 
communities. Making policy recommendations, the Green Paper states that cultural heritage is a 
vector for achieving the long-term vision and policy goals of the European Union, including the 
European Green Deal. Cultural heritage is not just about preserving the past – it is about shaping the 
future.  EFFORTS supports strongly this proposal of the cultural community in Europe. 
 
For this read also the EFFORTS 2018 Venice Declaration and 2019 Statement of Antwerp.  
 
Green Paper :  
https://issuu.com/europanostra 
Full version: https://issuu.com/europanostra/docs/20210322-
european_cultural_heritage_green_paper_fu  
Executive Summary:  
https://issuu.com/europanostra/docs/20210322_european_cultural_heritage_green-paper_ex  
European Bauhaus Initiative : https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_21_111 
EFFORTS :  
https://www.efforts-europe.eu/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/venicedeclaration.pdf 
https://www.efforts-europe.eu/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Antwerpen-Statement.pdf 
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EFFORTS FORTIFIED HERITAGE SOCIO-ECONOMIC IMPACT 
STUDY : start in 2021 

 
 

 
 
 
 
In 2020, EFFORTS has, on the basis of the EFFORTS Socio-Economic Impact Study Survey, launched its 
Fortification Heritage Impact Study (FHIS), to be set-up in May 2021 within the Forte Marghera 
EFFORTS Fortification Knowledge Center. 
 
The first results of the survey also indicate a wide range of local and regional stakeholders are included 
in programming, projects and various cultural, entertainment, sport and activities implemented at 
fortified sites. Social impact of fortified heritage is tangible and visible from gathered feedback, as well 
as the negative effect the Covid-19 pandemic has had on the intensity of activities for most sites.  Some 
were/are closed for public and the majority has had a significant decrease in activities implemented 
within 2020. However, the preliminary results of the first part of the survey also indicate that fortified 
heritage managers are still not active enough in analyzing the financial aspect and impact that sites 
have within their communities: a large number of respondents does not collect and/or analyze data 
such as numbers of visitors, annual turnover of funds at sites, number of employees at sites, funds 
spent on outsourcing services within local communities etc.  
 



5 
 

In order to assess the economic impact of fortified heritage, whether in terms of individual sites or as 
part of wider European cultural sector; a holistic approach and scientific methodology are necessary. 
EFFORTS will work on developing such an approach and methodology with its members and partners, 
emphasizing that awareness on the socio-economic impact and value of fortified heritage is the key 
leverage towards achieving the future vision European fortified heritage sites as epicenters of 
endurance, knowledge and creativity, which reflect the essence of communities.  
 
 

 
CALL FOR CANDIDACIES FOR THE FORTE CULTURA – EFFORTS 
JOINT SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE 
 
The joint Forte Cultura - EFFORTS scientific committee will be active, via established sub-committees 
or ad-hoc committees in heritage, history, management, social science, environment and climate, 
architecture, archeology, digital development and databases and fortress management. We are 
looking for experts in these fields. The committee will be linked with the Forte Marghera EFFORTS 
Fortification Knowledge Center. 
 
One of the first tasks of the Committee will be the Fortification Heritage Study 2021 (see elsewhere 
in this Newsletter) : 
 
For your candidature or information, contact EFFORTS at info@efforts-europe.eyu or FORTE 
CULTURA at office@forte-cultura.eu  
 

 
 
 
EFFORTS FORTRESS SUMMER 2021 
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In 2021, the original EFFORTS European Fortress Day will become a  
FORTRESS SUMMER, organised with EFFORTS members FORTE CULTURA 
and Stichting Liniebreed Ondernemen.  The participants of EFFORTS 
FORTRESS SUMMER will compete for the EFFORTS Award. 
More registration information will follow !  
 
https://www.efforts-europe.eu/european-fortress-day/       
https://www.forte-cultura.eu/en/fortress-summer 
 
(photos and leaflet are from the 2020 European Fortress Day). 
 
The 2020 EFFORTS Award, presented to the 10 EFFORTS members that opened their sites during the 
first 2020 informal Fortress Day-Summer of the Covid19-pandemic, has been casted 10-fold, courtesy 
of EFFORTS member ‘s-Hertogenbosch. The award trophies will be presented during the year to the 
10  laureats. 
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CLIMATE SUMMIT DESIGNATES ‘s-HERTOGENBOSCH 
FORTIFICATIONS BEST PRACTICE  
 
In an online meetin on 25-26 January the International Climate Adaptation Summit and the Dutch 
UNESCO Committee designated the bulwark fortifications a an example of climate adaptation 
measures.  
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EFFORTS COMMUNITY ROLL CALL : Centro Studi MEDFORT 
 

MEDFORT, an EFFORTS Member in 2021, is a non-profit association based in Italy and established in 
July 2020. It aims towards the preservation, enhancement and promotion of military heritage such as 
fortifications and generally relevant structures linked to military history.  
We particularly emphasise the structures located in the area of the Strait of Messina (in southern Italy), 
as well as those located in the Euro-Mediterranean context and beyond considering them as a common 
wealth and as a tool for social inclusion. 
MEDFORT operates according to the principles expressed by the Faro Convention and the Corfù 
Charter and this means that on the one hand, it emphases the link between the concepts of military 
heritage and “heritage community”. On the other hand, it also aims to create a Euro-Mediterranean 
network of cities, fortifications and organisations in a perspective of cooperation which can stimulate 
sustainable development and dialogue among communities. 
Furthermore, the association is finalised to create a study centre and a scientific platform globally 
accessible. In so doing, MEDFORT aims to add more value to fortified heritage in order to correctly 
comprehend it and to pass it on to future generations through a series of targeted activities.  
 
Photos : Sciacci Fort and view from the fort on the Messina Straits. 
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EFFORTS ACTIONS 
 
Cooperation between EFFORTS and Liberation Route Europe Foundation  
 
At the remembrance of the liberation of the Auschwitz concentration camp, EFFORTS, Forte Cultura 
and LREF signed an online cooperation agreement on remembrance of forts that were used as 
detention and concentration camps. They are memorials and difficult heritage monuments. 
Underneath, part fo of the #EffortsEurope network : Terezin, Kaunas Fort 9, Breendonk - Antwerp 
Fortress Belts, Huy. But there are many more. In October, a conference on detention and camp forts 

will be organised between 
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LREF and EFFORTS in the City of Bergen op Zoom.   See underneath part of the press release. 
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EFFORTS supports the founding of the FORTENGORDELS association (Antwerp region, BE) 
 
The Antwerp region fortress belt organization ‘vzw Fortengordels’ will has a mission to promote the 
Antwerp region fortresses and belt lines. EFFORTS supports the set-up of the association, which will 
be active in connecting the Antwerp region fortress owners, users and partners in an organization that 
will defend the interests of this unique fortification heritage region in Belgium and Europe. 
‘Fortengordels’ as a project is also a case study for the EU Interreg project ‘Recapture the Fortress 
Cities’. 
 
www.fortengordels.be
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Open Letter ‘Include Culture in Your National Recovery Strategies and Reactivate Cultural Life in 
Europe’ 
 
EFFORTS co-signed with 110 European cultural organisations, the new Open Letter ‘Include Culture in 
Your National Recovery Strategies and Reactivate Cultural Life in Europe’, addressed to the national 
governments and the European Commission. An outtake :  
 
« This is a key moment to fine-tune and validate those plans. 
• We reiterate our call made on 30 October 2020 and urge the EU and its Member States to fully 
include 
culture in each and every National Recovery and Resilience Plan (NRRP), and dedicate, at the very 
least, 2% of the RRF envelope for culture. We have seen strong political will, as expressed among 
others by the European Parliament, to put culture as a priority sector when using funds from Next 
Generation EU. It is now time to translate this commitment in the NRRPs. 
• In addition, we call on the Member States to continuously involve and engage the representatives of 
their cultural communities and civil society organisations in the design and implementation of 
the NRRPs, as indicated in the European Commission guidelines for the preparation of the national 
recovery and resilience plans. Long-term structural support to rebuild the European cultural 
ecosystem needs to be co-developed, involving all relevant stakeholders, both public and private. 
Reinvigorating the cultural ecosystem not only offers hope to millions of workers who saw their jobs 
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eradicated or endangered by the pandemic, it can offer new meaning and purpose to all Europeans 
and 
the European project. 
Let us put culture at the heart of Europe’s recovery. » 
  

 
 
 
Herita (BE) presents EFFORTS EU-Liaison in its online magazine  
 

 
The article is in Dutch : https://www.herita.be/kenniscentrum/efforts-een-sterk-netwerk-van-forten 
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EFFORTS AGENDA 
 
Interreg 2021- 2017 – participate in the Open Consultation until 16 April 2021  
 
https://www.interregeurope.eu/news-and-events/news/11534/our-programme-open-for-public-
consultation/ 

 
 
 
In April 2021 we expect the calls of Creative Europe ‘Cooperation’ and other 
 
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/creative-europe/calls_en 
 

 
 
 
EU Week of Regions and Cities : 11 to 14 October 2021 
 
https://europa.eu/regions-and-cities/ 
 
The 2021 EURegionsWeek will take place digitally on 11-14 October, under the slogan “Together for 
recovery", with four main themes: 

 Green Transition: for a sustainable and green recovery 

 Cohesion: from emergency to resilience 

 Digital Transition for people 

 Citizens' engagement: for an inclusive, participative and fair recovery 
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For more information on Urban Innovative Actions for cities  
 
https://www.uia-initiative.eu/en/knowledge-lab  

 
 
 
For more information about the EU Urban Agenda  
https://ec.europa.eu/futurium/en/urban-agenda-eu/what-urban-agenda-eu

 
 
 
 

OTHER EVENTS AND PARTNERSHIPS 
 

 Check out the Cultural Heritage in Action project (contact: Julie.herve@eurocities.eu): 
http://www.culturalheritageinaction.eu/ EUROCITIES, in partnership with KEA, ERRIN, Europa 
Nostra and the Architects Council of Europe, has been selected by the European Commission 
to implement Cultural heritage in action, a peer-learning scheme financed by the European 
Union on cultural heritage to support exchanges between large numbers of cities, regions and 
stakeholders, thus building a broad learning community. It was presented at the 2020 EFFORTS 
congress. 

 EFFORTS is member of the European Heritage Alliance 3.3 - check out the calendar : 
http://europeanheritagealliance.eu/events/  

 EFFORTS is a partner of the International Fortress Council (IFC) : 
http://www.internationalfortresscouncil.org/calendar.html.   

 With IFC, EFFORTS will inform on the upcoming Wellington Line conferences in Belgium (26 
November 2020 in Oostende) and the Netherlands. See the Simon Stevin VVC website for 
confirmation of the events mentioned underneath, some co-organised with EFFORTS 
members 

 EFFORTS supports the  UN International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS): 
https://www.icomos.org/en/about-icomos/committees/regional-activities-europe/39374-
upcoming-events-save-the-date 

 

 For more European news on cultural heritage : https://heritagetribune.eu/ 
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 EFFORTS, via its members Regionale Landschappen and Simon Stevin VVC, participates in the 
set-up of the regional meetings in Flanders (BE), organised within the EU Interreg Europe 
project Recapture the Fortress Cities.  
https://keep.eu/projects/21538/Recapture-the-Fortress-Citi-EN/ 

 

 
 

 Check EFFORTS member Forte Cultura’s network actions and Culture Route : 
https://www.forte-cultura.eu/en/netzwerk-en/activities 
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Since June 2020, the fortress networks EFFORTS and FORTE CULTURA have been linked by a 
cooperation agreement. EFFORTS members are automatically associated members in FORTE 
CULTURA and vice versa. Associate members, however, have  limited access to the extensive 
services of the cultural route in fortress marketing and tourism. New online marketing tools, tour 
guide certifications or the joint development of tailor-made tourist offers and promotions are just 
some of the advantages of full membership.FORTE CULTURA e.V. offers all EFFORTS members the 
opportunity to upgrade to full membership with a discount of 25% on the membership fee of the first 
2 years. That means for a city 450€ than 600€ per year.  
Become an official station of the cultural route FORTE CULTURA, which is about to be certified as 
Cultural Route of the Council of Europe. For more information, please contact Dirk Röder in the 
network office Berlin: office@forte-cultura.eu      www.forte-cultura.eu 
http://www.forte-cultura-project.eu/ 
 
 
‘Bastions Zonder Grenzen’, a book by prof.em. Piet Lombaerde, University of Antwerp article (DE) 
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MEETING PLACE BRUSSELS  
Are you planning coming to Brussels ? Need an ad-hoc workspace for a few hours or need to make 
a few copies ? We are happy to receive you @ the EFFORTS office in Brussels at Trierstraat 67 rue de 
Trèves, 1040 Brussels (around the corner from the European Parliament). You can make an 
appointment at rafael.deroo@efforts-europe.eu (EU liaison).  Also: if you need help contacting an 
EU official, service or a Member of the European Parliament or you need info on finding your way 
around Brussels, contact the same mail address. 
 
 
 
NEXT EFFORTS NEWSLETTER nr. 18 in May 2020. Send in your information by 1 May 2021. 
For more information and all other newsletters, see the EFFORTS website : www.efforts-europe.eu  

   Follow, like, contribute and share #EFFORTSEUROPE on facebook, Instagram and twitter.  
 
PRIVACY POLICY 
EFFORTS collects, use sand stores the personal data transmitted in accordance with legislation, and, in particular, Reg. 2016/679 of 27 April 
2016 on the protection of individuals with regard to the processing of personal data and the free movement of such data (GDPR). If you have 
questions about or objections to the use of your data for EFFORTS network use, please contact us at: 

EFFORTS : contact secretariat at Trierstraat 67 / rue de Trèves 67 in 1000 Brussels : info@efforts-europe.com   T : +32.(0)477.623.792 

 

 


