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A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

 
 
 
Dear EFFORTS Members, 
Dear members of the EFFORTS community,  
 
I am very proud to present to you the EFFORTS Congress programme on the Socio-Economic Impact 
of Fortified Sites for 19 November and our Socio-Economic Impact Survey.  
 
I want to thank our colleagues on the EFFORTS Place d’Armes prep team, Tuija, Durda, Daniele, Dirk, 
Juke, Dieke, Huibert and Raf, that made the congress and survey happen. I also want to thank the city 
of Oudenaarde to organise this congress with us, and I welcome Oudenaarde as EFFORTS member in 
our ranks, helping to bring our network member count towards almost 100 in 18 countries ! This has 
been a great achievement.  I thank all speakers on our congress, for bringing in your valued expertise 
that will make the forthcoming EFFORTS Study on the Socio-Economic Impact of Fortified Heritage a 
success. Filling in the survey is also your ‘entrance ticket’ to the Congress.  
 
I am also happy that in these difficult times, almost 90 sites opened for the summer and took part in 
the EFFORTS European Fortress Day.  It shows that our heritage is alive and that we are prepared to 
show its added value to our neigborhoods, cities and regions.  
 
We had to cancel our EFFORTS European Funding Professionals Network (EFPN) working groups in 
spring and fall, but hope we can connect with you with renewed subjects by 2021. 
 
I am also happy that our members are engaging more and more in European projects in 2020. It is a 
promising aspect of the relevance of our growing network.  We are currently developing a 
partnership with the Liberation Route Europe network, focusing on the link between fortified 
heritage and important World War II historical events. Finally, I have instigated the forming of a 
EFFORTS Museum Network and an EFFORTS Scientific Committee.  
 
I am looking forward to connecting with you at the EFFORTS Congress. 
Good luck and good health to you and yours,  
 
Frank Petter 
Mayor of Bergen-op-Zoom, Netherlands  
President of EFFORTS 
 

 
 



3 
 

 
 THANK YOU FOR YOUR EFFORTS MEMBERSHIP! 

 
If you want to become a new EFFORTS full member in 2021, apply via the website : 
http://www.efforts-europe.eu/membership/ and pay your fee. 
or contact the EFFORTS secretariat (see below). 

 
 
 
 
EFFORTS ANNUAL CONGRESS 2020 on SOCIO-ECONOMIC IMPACT of FORTIFIED HERITAGE 
 
Check on our www.efforts-europe.eu website for the full congress programme; the congress premise 
text and the partners information. 
 
Connected to the EFFORTS Congress is the EFFORTS SURVEY on Socio-Economic Impact of fortified 
sites :  if you are a fortified heritage site, please fill in the survey on 
https://forms.gle/96iPtwJLt6fg4xai6  by 1 November. 
The results of the survey and the congress will serve as a platform for the organisation of a EFFORTS 
Study on the socio-economic impact of fortified heritage sites.  
The congress is free of charge, but we like all parcitipants to fill in the survey.  
 
The congress is organised with a live aspect in Oudenaarde, Belgium, and broadcast through a link that 
will be communicated to the participants. 
 

“Dear colleagues, associates and partners! 

We invite you, as managers of fortification heritage - fortresses and fortifications, to fill out the 

survey at the following link: https://forms.gle/96iPtwJLt6fg4xai6 

This survey aims to start the first quantification of the socio-economic impact of fortification heritage 

in Europe. The survey on behalf of the international organization EFFORTS (European Federation of 

Fortified Sites) is conducted by the Public Institution Fortress of Culture Šibenik, as a member of the 

association and one of the partners in the organization of the annual EFFORTS 2020 Congress. 

The Congress will be held on November 19, 2020, in online form. The data collected in the survey will 

be publicly presented at the Congress, and by completing the survey you will also register to 

participate in the Congress. In the coming period you will be provided an invitation to participate in 

the Congress. 
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The survey must be completed by November 1, 2020. 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.” 
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2020 EFFORTS EUROPEAN FORTRESS DAY with FORTRESS CULTURA FORTRESS SUMMER : 
SEPTEMBER 2020 !  
 

 
Due to the COVID19 measures in force in Europe, the 3nd EUROPEAN FORTRESS DAY was again 
organised in SEPTEMBER 2020 (the Open Monument Days month) and, exceptionally this year, along 
the lines of the special concept ; all sites and organisations were invited to show their summer actions 
coping with the Covid-19 crisis, affecting programming and employment to its core.   
 
At its 19 November Congress, EFFORTS will show the best examples of summer and OMD ‘European 
Fortress Day’ events and select the most innovative action for the 2020 EFFORTS AWARD. 
See hereby an image of the second EFFORTS award, presented to the Antwerp Province and 
Fortengordels (Fortress Belt Antwerp) and also an impression of the European Fortress Day 2020 !  
 
www.efforts-europe.eu      www.forten.nl      https://www.forte-cultura.eu/en/fortress-summer 
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Check out underneath the excellent video EFFORTS member Suomenlinna made for European 
Fortress Day:  
https://www.facebook.com/effortseurope/videos/665015191070758 
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EFFORTS is a partner of the ‘s Hertogenbosch DATA WEEK event 
 

 
 
The EFFORTS Workshop on ‘Unlocking the past for sustainable urban development’ with the 
presentation of TIME MACHINE EUROPE of 14 October could not be organised as planned in Brussels 
at the EU Week of Cities and Regions and is now taken up in the ‘s Hertogenbosch DATA WEEK 
conference on Digital Heritage of 28 October, partnering with EFFORTS. EFFORTS will also co-sign the 
Letter of Intent, concluding the conference. This conference will be in Dutch, but EFFORTS will publish 
the outcome.  
 

 
www.timemachine.eu 
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DISCOVERY OF THE SAINT LAWRENCE LUNETTE in ANTWERP : A WELLINGTON PERIOD DUTCH 
REDOUBT (1818) 
 
 

 
 
 
End of September, archeologists of EFFORTS Member Antwerp and the Flemish Agency for Immovable 
Heritage discovered the left flank of the 1818 Wellington Barrier era Sint Laureis / Saint Lawrence 
lunette, south of the former Antwerp Citadel (see map). The Wellington Barrier is a post-1815 
Waterloo large defence line in and around Belgium that served to protect the Netherlands from France. 
Visible were brick coverd earth walls with pine foundations.  
 
The Saint Lawrence lunette was considered an integral part of the citadel. During the post-Belgian 
independence war actions of 1832 it was bombarded and captured by Belgium-allied French forces 
until the citadel, still occupied by the Dutch surrendered on the 23th of December.  The Musée des 
Plans-Reliefs in Paris keeps a model of the attack. The Belgian Army occupied the site after it fell, but 
the citadel was ordered to be abandoned from 1870 onward. Most of the structures were presumed 
to be destroyed when the city of Antwerp expanded (milant.be). 
 
What is now discovered cannot be preserved. It will be studied and replaced by the parking garage for 
the new building on this site. Trough drone and 3D-photography, this unique fortification is being 
preserved so as to be able to help future fortified sites’ research in Europe. 
 
Antwerp and the Musée des Plans - Reliefs are EFFORTS members. 
http://www.museedesplansreliefs.culture.fr/ 
 
EFFORTS works with the International Fortress Council to develop the Wellington Barrier : ‘Wellington 
Barrier – European Boulevard’. 
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SIMON STEVIN VVC WELLINGTON BARRIER – EUROPEAN BOULEVARD Conference series 
 
EFFORTS is a partner in the WELLINGTON BARRIER – EUROPEAN BOULEVARD Conference series. After 
the first conference in April 2019, on 26 November 2020, Simon Stevin VVC, also EFFORTS member, is 
organising with EFFORTS, the Flemish heritage organisation Herita and the City of Oostende, its second 
conference on the Wellington Barrier at FORT NAPOLEON.  Contact EFFORTS if you are interested in 
participating. 
 
 

 

 
 
http://www.simonstevin.org/wellingtonf.html 
 
 
 
 
EFFORTS MEMBER COMMUNITY ROLL CALL 
 
The EFFORTS community now counts almost 100 members in 18 European countries!  
 
As one of our 2021 new members, we are happy to welcome in 2020 Vauban Sites Majeurs (grands 
sites) in the EFFORTS community. 
 
Réseau des Sites majeurs Vauban is a French heritage organisation, created in 2005, uniting the 12 
UNESCO sites of Vauban. Its aim is to coordinate common conservation actions, management and to 
enhance this exceptional fortified heritage. A speaker from this network will be present at the 19 
November EFFORTS Europe Congress. 
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 Ile de Tatihou, un site Vauban et UNESCO. 
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NEWS FROM OUR MEMBERS  AND PARTNERS 
 

SEND US YOUR NEWS 
Members can send the secretariat info on calls and events that are of interest to all EFFORTS 
members, to be published here in the newsletter or, on request, by urgent mail by the secretariat to 
all or a group of members. This information may become the object of a separate Newsflash. 
Members of EFFORTS participating in events are kindly invited to share information and send the 
photos they gather to the secretariat for further dissemination in the EFFORTS Newsletters. 

 
EFFORTS AGENDA 
 

 
 The EFFORTS AGM and congress will be organised in Oudenaarde, Belgium on 19 November 

2020, in cooperation with Fortress of Culture in Šibenik, Croatia.  
 The date for the European biannual BATTLE FOR GROLLE event on heritage and fortification 

history, organised by EFFORTS Member OOST GELRE (NL) is known :  

 
 EFFORTS is partner of a conglomerate of Antwerp regional actors that helped to take over, 

with the network of Antwerp fortress belt sites, the web and event and communication 
platform Fortengordels.be. The first action was the organisation of the Antwerp forts 
participation in the 2020 European Fortress Day at the European Heritage Days. On 16 May 
2021, it will participate in the organisation, with its member Simon Stevin VVC, of the renewed 
Fortengordel Event.  Fortengordels has also become a partner in the EU Interreg project 
Recapture the Fortress Cities, managed for Belgium by Regionale Landschappen. Underneath: 
the Dutch language press release on the new fortengordels.be platform of September. 
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 EFFORTS member Fortress of Culture SIBENIK selected for EUROPEAN HERITAGE IN ACTION 
project. 
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MEETING PLACE BRUSSELS  
Are you planning coming to Brussels ? Need an ad-hoc workspace for a few hours or need to make 
a few copies ? We are happy to receive you @ the EFFORTS office in Brussels at Trierstraat 67 rue de 
Trèves, 1040 Brussels (around the corner from the European Parliament). You can make an 
appointment at rafael.deroo@efforts-europe.eu (EU liaison).  Also: if you need help contacting an 
EU official, service or a Member of the European Parliament or you need info on finding your way 
around Brussels, contact the same mail address. 
 
 
OTHER EVENTS AND PARTNERSHIPS 
 

 EFFORTS and FORTE CULTURA :  
In July, EFFORTS and FORTE CUTURA signed a cooperation agreement, establishing a full 
partnership. All EFFORTS members are now Forte Cultura associated members. Check out  
https://www.forte-cultura.eu/en/ . Also : look into Forte Cultura Fortress Summer (since 
2020, part of the EFFORTS European Fortress Day) : 
https://www.forte-cultura.eu/en/fortress-summer 

 Check out the Cultural Heritage in Action project (contact: Julie.herve@eurocities.eu): 
http://www.culturalheritageinaction.eu/ EUROCITIES, in partnership with KEA, ERRIN, Europa 
Nostra and the Architects Council of Europe, has been selected by the European Commission 
to implement Cultural heritage in action, a peer-learning scheme financed by the European 
Union on cultural heritage to support exchanges between large numbers of cities, regions and 
stakeholders, thus building a broad learning community. This will be presented at the EFFORTS 
congress. 

 EFFORTS is member of the European Heritage Alliance 3.3 - check out the calendar : 
http://europeanheritagealliance.eu/events/  

 EFFORTS is a partner of the International Fortress Council (IFC) : 
http://www.internationalfortresscouncil.org/calendar.html.   

 With IFC, EFFORTS will inform on the upcoming Wellington Line conferences in Belgium (26 
November 2020 in Oostende) and the Netherlands. See the Simon Stevin VVC website for 
confirmation of the events mentioned underneath, some co-organised with EFFORTS 
members 

 EFFORTS supports the  UN International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS): 
https://www.icomos.org/en/about-icomos/committees/regional-activities-europe/39374-
upcoming-events-save-the-date 

 

 For more European news on cultural heritage : https://heritagetribune.eu/ 
 

 
 
 
NEXT EFFORTS NEWSLETTER nr. 16 DECEMBER 2020. Send in your information by 1 December. 
For more information and all other newsletters, see the EFFORTS website : www.efforts-europe.eu  

   Follow, like, contribute and share #EFFORTSEUROPE on facebook, Instagram and twitter.  
 
PRIVACY POLICY 
EFFORTS collects, use sand stores the personal data transmitted to us in accordance with legislation, and, in particular, Reg. 2016/679 of 27 
April 2016 on the protection of individuals with regard to the processing of personal data and the free movement of such data (GDPR). If you 
have questions about or objections to the use of your data, please contact us by e-mail at: 

EFFORTS : contact secretariat at Trierstraat / rue de Trèves 67 in 1000 Brussels : info@efforts-europe.com  / rafael.deroo@efforts-europe.eu 
- T : +32.(0)477.623.792 
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