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A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

 
 
Dear EFFORTS Members, 
Dear members of the EFFORTS community,  
  
In these dire times, I want to present to you the latest EFFORTS news.  
 
We decided, due to the anti-COVID 19 measures, and complying with EU Member States policy, to 
annull all EFFORTS meetings, visits and participation to conferences, at least until May.  This has an 
impact on our first 2020 European Funding Professionals Network workshop, kindly hosted by Šibenik 
Fortress of Culture, and on the April EFFORTS Board meeting, hosted by Oudenaarde (BE). Our EFFORTS 
European Fortress Day will be organised in September. More on this underneath in our newsletter.   
We see that our partners, like FORTECULTURA and Atlantikwall Europe also annulled their events for 
this period as I can imagine, you do to, in your respective cities and sites.  Also for now, all meetings 
with the EU institutions will be postponed, like the one with European Commissioner, Mariya Gabriel 
to whom we want to present the 2019 EFFORTS Statement.  We will communicate soon more on this. 
 
We are sure that the  EFFORTS annual general meeting and congress will still be on 18-20 November 
in SIBENIK, Croatia.   
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Also, EFFORTS is active in the future cooperation around the Wellington Barrier Defence Line.  
 
In the meanwhile, EFFORT 2020 membership is going strong and the new EFFORTS board has been 
working on the EFFORTS ACTION plan. I will present this to you shortly. 
 
Good luck and good health to you and yours,  
 
Frank Petter 
Mayor of Bergen-op-Zoom, Netherlands  
President of EFFORTS 
 
 

 
 and your EFFORTS MEMBERSHIP for 2020 ! 

 
-If you were a 2019 EFFORTS member, you have received your invoice via email, with a fee proposal. 
If you have not paid yet, you will receive a kind reminder. 
 
-If you want to become a new EFFORTS member in 2020, apply via the website : http://www.efforts-
europe.eu/membership/ and pay your fee,  
 
or contact the EFFORTS secretariat (see below). 

 
 
 
 
The EFFORTS STATEMENT following the Antwerp Congress 
 
You are invited to download the Statement from the EFFORTS website (with thanks to EFFORTS 
member Oost-Gelre). The EFFORTS Congress, on which results the Statement was based, brings us its 
key message :  
 
Local and regional authorities with the involvement of Civil Society Organizations (CSO) should work 
together to establish European quality fortified heritage projects. This will help facilitate the 
preservation and re-use of common European heritage in a sustainable and economically viable 
manner. These sites are multifaceted and include water related activities,  community projects  multi 
agency cooperation with socio-economic benefits. These Heritage sites will contribute to the post-
European Year of Cultural Heritage 2018 European Framework for Action on Cultural Heritage and the 
2020+ EU policies such as INTERREG, Erasmus+, Europe for the Citizens and Horizon Europe.  
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EFFORTS and other EVENTS : 
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NEXT EFFORTS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETINGS AND CONGRESSES, with congress subjects 

 

 
2020: SIBENIK (HR) : External funding of fortification heritage 
(18/11 AGM, 19+20/11 Congress) 

 
2021 : CORK COUNTY (IE) : Fortifications and the environment 

 
2022 : KAUNAS with KAUNAS EUROPEAN CAPITAL OF CULTURE 2022 (LT) : fortifications and 
communities 
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2023 : OOST GELRE (Groenlo, NL) : Fortification heritage, tourism and cultural routes  
 

 
2024 GRAVE (NL) : (to be decided) 
 

 
 
 
2020 EFFORTS EUROPEAN FORTRESS DAY : April  SEPTEMBER 2020 !  
 
Due to the COVID-29 measures in force in Europe, the 3nd EUROPEAN FORTRESS DAY will be organised 
in SEPTEMBER 2020. More information will be available soon on www.europeanfortressday.eu and 
the EFFORTS website. Contact the EFFORTS secretariat if you want to participate !  
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https://www.liniebreed.nl/nieuws/european-fortress-day 
www.europeanfortressday.eu       www.efforts-europe.eu      www.forten.nl       
 
 
 
 
EFFORTSnapshot : Wim Debaene 
 

 
is a landscape architect and urban planner. After working in this capacity at the Belgian 
multidisciplinary architectural design and urban development agency Stramien, Wim became project 
officer at the Flanders landscape organisation, Regionale Landschappen (Regional Landscapes), an 
EFFORTS member since 2019. The teams of 16 Regional Landscapes in Flanders (BE) promote nature, 
landscape, heritage, identity and recreation. They join forces with locals, farmers, nature organisations 
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and other partners, even EFFORTS. Together they deliver actions and projects for nature and landscape 
that inspire and bring people together. Its main partners are the Provinces, but Regionale 
Landschappen also works closely with municipalities and realise Flemish & European projects. Wim 
has a special interest in fortification heritage and initiated and involving EFFORTS in the set-up of a 
European project in this field, the Recapture the Fortress Cities EU Interreg project. This project seeks 
to consolidate in the Flemish cities around the Antwerp region in a best practices exercise of 
fortification re-use policy. 

 
 
 
The 16 regional landscape organisations in Flanders. 
 
RFC pagina https://www.interregeurope.eu/rfc/ 
RL (EN) https://www.regionalelandschappen.be/regional-landscapes-flanders/7993 
EN promotional film https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OhkauV_2YVY  
wim.debaene@rldv.be 

 
 
NEWS FROM OUR MEMBERS  
 
EFFORTS member Oost Gelre (NL) incorporating fortification heritage in today's spatial use and water 
management.  
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The city of Venlo (NL) presented a new development plan for its military heritage site. 
 
https://venlovanbinnen.nl/historie/start-ontwikkeling-kazernekwartier-van-historische-vergissing-
tot-kansen-voor-de-
toekomst/?fbclid=IwAR2JZ88izP14Apv93_sSVQcrB0HzgyghC1SMEX3iYajhFafizYm_ZMQwzSM 

 
 
 
On 5 February, EFFORTS member Stichting Liniebreed Ondernemen received a cheque of 300.000 
euro from the Dutch Lottery, to be used for the support of fortresses and water defence lines.  
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The Brussels European Landowners Organisation 2019  
 
Enjoying every support from ELO at its Brussels office, EFFORTS is proud to be mentioned in the 2019 
ELO annual report. 
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PARTICIPATE in the CULTURAL HERITAGE IN ACTION Creative Europe project  
(DEADLINE 27 MARCH ! )  
 

 
 
The European Commission has recently launched a new Creative Europe-funded project “Cultural 
Heritage In Action: Sharing Solutions In European Cities and Regions”. This project is an important 
element of the legacy of the EYCH2018. 
  
WHAT IS CULTURAL HERITAGE IN ACTION? 
Cultural Heritage in Action is an EU-wide peer-learning initiative for local and regional policymakers 
to exchange knowledge on cultural heritage. The aim of the European Commission with this 
programme is to empower EU cities and regions to strengthen their cultural heritage policies and 
initiatives and to develop innovative solutions to preserve cultural heritage assets. 
  
The focus of this initiative is on participatory governance of cultural heritage, adaptive reuse of 
cultural heritage assets and the quality of cultural heritage-related interventions. The project is 
included among the actions of the Commission’s European Framework for Action on Cultural Heritage 
building on the momentum created by the 2018 European Year of Cultural Heritage. 
  
The consortium led by EUROCITIES with its partners: KEA European Affairs, European Regions 
Research and Innovation Network (ERRIN), Europa Nostra and Architects’ Council of Europe is 
managing the programme between January 2020 and April 2021. The action is financed by the 
Creative Europe programme. 
  
WHAT WILL HAPPEN? 
Cultural Heritage in Action will produce a catalogue of 30 good practices from European Union’s 
cities, regions, non-urban and rural areas across the European Union and will organise 12 peer-
learning visits bringing together 20+ participants per visit. It is estimated that more than 100 EU 
cities, regions and local stakeholders will get involved in the project! 
  
HOW CAN YOU TAKE PART? 
Cultural Heritage in Action is currently looking for 30 local practices that are innovative, inspiring for 
other cities and regions and have a real impact on the ground. A call is currently open until 27 March 
2020: 
http://www.culturalheritageinaction.eu/culture/Good_practices 
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https://ec.europa.eu/culture/news/european-commission-launches-cultural-heritage-in-action-
programme_en 
 
 
MOOC on Creating a Digital Cultural Heritage Community 
 

Learn how to create a community for digital cultural heritage through innovative practices for user 
engagement. Do you want to know what happens behind the scenes of museums, archives and 
libraries? Have you ever wondered what these organisations do to share their collections with 
audiences? Would you like to learn how to build a strong digital community for cultural heritage? The 
free 8-week MOOC is developed by the Fifties in Europe - Kaleidoscope and CultureMoves projects, 
co-financed by the Connecting Europe Facility of the European Union. 
https://www.edx.org/course/creating-a-digital-cultural-heritage-community 
 
 

 

SEND US YOUR NEWS 
Members can send the secretariat info on calls and events that are of interest to all EFFORTS 
members, to be published here in the newsletter or, on request, by urgent mail by the secretariat to 
all or a group of members. This information may become the object of a separate Newsflash. 
Members of EFFORTS participating in events are kindly invited to share information and send the 
photos they gather to the secretariat for further dissemination in the EFFORTS Newsletters. 

 
 
MEETING PLACE BRUSSELS  
Are you planning coming to Brussels ? Need an ad-hoc workspace for a few hours or need to make 
a few copies ? We are happy to receive you @ the EFFORTS office in Brussels at Trierstraat 67 rue de 
Trèves, 1040 Brussels (around the corner from the European Parliament). You can make an 
appointment at rafael.deroo@efforts-europe.eu (EU liaison).  Also: if you need help contacting an 
EU official, service or a Member of the European Parliament or you need info on finding your way 
around Brussels, contact the same mail address. 

 

 
 
EFFORTS AGENDA 
 

 The next EFFORTS European Funding Professionals Network meeting, only for the member’s 
European officials,  was  organised in Sibenik, but has been ANNULLED. We will tackle the 
agenda ‘fleshing out the concrete EU EFFORTS  members post 2020 Interreg projects and 
possible Balkan membership action (with participation in a meeting of the FORTITUDE project, 
with our member Šibenik and Balkan partners)’ with other means. 
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 The April board meeting has been ANNULLED due to COVID-29 measures. We will try to meet 
in Oudenaarde (Belgium) soon. 

 European Fortress Day : due to COVID-29 measures, not in April, but in September 2020 
www.europeanfortressday.eu 

 2020 EFPN workshop : on Wednesday 14 October at the EFFORTS Brussels office, part of the 
European Week of Regions and Cities, 12 to 15 October 2020. The subject will be 
communicated. 

 
 

 The EFFORTS AGM and congress will be organised in Šibenik on 19 and 20 November 2020 
(with board meeting and AGM on 18 November and informal dinner on the evening of 17 
November). 

 
OTHER events and PARTNERSHIPS 
 

 EFFORTS and FORTECULTURA : https://www.forte-cultura.eu/en/ 
 Save changes due to COVID-19, EUROPA NOSTRA organises its European Cultural Heritage 

Summit in Brussels, 20-23 June 2020. At this conference is planned the presentation of the 
European Heritage Award. 

 is member of the European Heritage Alliance 3.3 - check out the calendar : 
http://europeanheritagealliance.eu/events/  
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 EFFORTS is a partner of the International Fortress Council (IFC) : 
http://www.internationalfortresscouncil.org/calendar.html.  Organisation of a joint meeting 
on EU FORT KNOW and Europeana is suspended until after COVID-19 measures. With IFC we 
will inform on the upcoming Wellington Line conferences in Belgium (Oostende) and the 
Netherlands. See the IFC website for confirmation of the events mentioned underneath, some 
co-organised with an EFFORTS member :  

 
 The international  Mediterranean fortification conference FORTMED in Granada (ES) has been 

postponed to 1 October https://fortmed2020.es/node/192 
 EFFORTS supports the  UN International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS): 

https://www.icomos.org/en/about-icomos/committees/regional-activities-europe/39374-
upcoming-events-save-the-date 

 Due to COVID-19, the ICOFORT Marseille international conference will be postponed to the 
fall:  https://www.icofort.org/post/icofortmarseille 

 For more European news on cultural heritage : https://heritagetribune.eu/ 

 
 
 
NEXT EFFORTS NEWSLETTER nr. 14: MAY 2020. Send in your information by 1 MAY. 
For more information and all other newsletters, see the EFFORTS website : www.efforts-europe.eu  

   Follow, like, contribute and share #EFFORTSEUROPE on facebook, Instagram and twitter.  
 
PRIVACY POLICY 
EFFORTS collects, use sand stores the personal data transmitted to us in accordance with legislation, and, in particular, Reg. 2016/679 of 27 
April 2016 on the protection of individuals with regard to the processing of personal data and the free movement of such data (GDPR). If you 
have questions about or objections to the use of your data, please contact us by e-mail at: 

EFFORTS contact secretariat at Trierstraat / rue de Trèves 67 in 1000 Brussels : info@efforts-europe.com  / rafael.deroo@efforts-europe.eu 
- T : +32.(0)477.623.792 

 

  member

 


