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Å Antwerp States-Spanisch 
conflict 

Å 1579 Lillo built by the Dutch 
William of Orange, 
stadtholder of Antwerp

Å Lillo and Liefkenshoek, twin 
fortresses

Å 1583 Fortresses St.Mary and 
St. Phillips, built by the 
Spanish Duke Alexander 
Farnese  

Å 1584-1585: óBridge of 
Farneseô

Å 1585: Fall of Antwerp

Å Until 1839: Dutch control

Å 1894: no military function

Å Ca. 1905: small port

1. The Scheldt Fortressess



The twins Lillo and Liefkenshoek

Fortressandport are protected
as city- andvillagescapein 1981 



Strategical position



The Bridge of Farnese 1584 -
1585



Part of 2 defence lines

ÅStates-Spanish lines

ÅFortress Belts of 
Antwerp

High potential (history, 
fortification, recreation, 
nature)

Forten en Linies in Grensbreed Perspectief (Interreg
IVA)



2. Masterplan Lillo Fortress



Karakteristieken Lillo

Geïsoleerde groene enclave in industrieel havenlandschap

Sterke visuele en functionele relatie tussen Lillo en de Schelde

Karakteristieke vestingmorfologie 



Strong visual and functional relation between the fortress and the 
river

Characteristic pentagonal morphology

Characteristic Lillo Fortress



Lillo today



Lillo today





Spatial conditions SIGMA dike

Height: +11m TAW

Top width: 7m

Service road: 5m wide

Slope landward: 16/4

Slope riverward: 12/4

No trees on dam

No hard materials on slope riverward

CURRENT DIKE

+ 8.00m TAW

SIGMA DIKE

+ 11.00m TAW



Restore visual and functional relation between the fortress and the 
river

Ambition



Restore the fortress morphology (pentagonal bastion)

Ambition



Scenario 1: Preservation of the existing marina

1. High cost price (necessary repairs of base foundation)

2. Actual location has problem of silting

3. Insufficient space between marina and Lillo for construction of Sigma dike


