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STARTING POINTS OF FORTIFIED HERITAGE COOPERATION

- INCREASING CONSENSUS AND AWARENESS THAT FORTIFIED HERITAGE
ARE NOT ONLY ASSETS TO PRESERVE, BUT A COMMUNITY UNIVERSAL
AND TRANVERSAL HERITAGE WITH SIGNIFICANT SPILL-OVER EFFECTS,
ECONOMIC MULTI-FUNCTIONAL POTENTIALITIES (PIVOTAL INVOLVEMENT
OF STAKEHOLDERS – CIVIL SOCIETY PARTICIPATED DECISION MAKING
PROCESS)

- CREATES CONFIDENCE THROUGH PARTNERSHIP TOWARD A SHARED
OBJECTIVE IN A FRAMEWORK OF COORDINATION

- FORTIFIED SITES AS REGENERATION CATALYST FOR URBAN DEVELOPMENT
- INTERNATIONAL CROSSROADS OF INTERCULTURAL DIALOGUE AND

MITIGATION OF RADICALISATION TRENDS: POINTS OF REFERENCE OF THE
TERRITORY FOR THE DISSEMINATION OF SOCIAL VALUES FOSTERING THE
SOCIAL COHESION

- 2030 SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AGENDA: GLOBAL CITIZENSHIPS,
CULTURAL DIVERSITY AND INTERCULTURAL DIALOGUE AS OVERARCHING
PRINCIPLES

- GOOD GOVERNANCE, PEACEFUL SOCIETY



STARTING POINTS OF FORTIFIED HERITAGE COOPERATION

- FORTIFIED HERITAGE AS DRIVER OF THE SUSTAINABLE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT AND AS CATALYST OF THE CREATIVITY

- FORTIFIED SITES AS DESTINATIONS OF A SUSTAINABLE, RESPONSIBLE AND
EXPERIENCIAL TOURISM WITH AN ACTIVE EMOTIONAL, SPIRITUAL, SOCIAL
AND INTELLECTUAL INTERACTION WITH LOCAL PEOPLE, THE HISTORY AND THE
TRADITION OF THE LOCATIONS

- POTENTIALITIES OF UTILISATION OF RENEWABLE ENERGIES (SHALLOW
GEOTHERMAL FOR RETROFITTING HISTORICAL BUILDINGS), CLIMATE CHANGE
MITIGATION MEASURES



CULTURAL HERITAGE IN EU POLICIES

EUROPEAN FRAMEWORK FOR ACTION ON CULTURAL HERITAGE – 4 PILLARS

 A HOLISTIC APPROACH, LOOKING AT CULTURAL HERITAGE AS A RESOURCE

FOR THE FUTURE AND PUTTING PEOPLE AT ITS HEART;

 MAINSTREAMING AND INTEGRATED APPROACH ACROSS DIFFERENT EU 

POLICIES;

 EVIDENCE-BASED POLICY MAKING, INCLUDING THROUGH CULTURAL 

STATISTICS;

 MULTI-STAKEHOLDER COOPERATION, ENCOURAGING THE DIALOGUE AND 

EXCHANGE AMONG A WIDE RANGE OF ACTORS WHEN DESIGNING AND 

IMPLEMENTING CULTURAL HERITAGE POLICIES AND PROGRAMMES.



CULTURAL HERITAGE IN EU POLICIES

EUROPEAN FRAMEWORK FOR ACTION ON CULTURAL HERITAGE – 5 AREAS OF ACTION

CULTURAL HERITAGE FOR AN INCLUSIVE EUROPE: PARTICIPATION AND ACCESS FOR ALL

CULTURAL HERITAGE FOR A SUSTAINABLE EUROPE: SMART SOLUTIONS FOR A COHESIVE
AND SUSTAINABLE FUTURE.

CULTURAL HERITAGE FOR A RESILIENT EUROPE: SAFEGUARDING ENDANGERED HERITAGE

CULTURAL HERITAGE FOR AN INNOVATIVE EUROPE: MOBILISING KNOWLEDGE AND 
RESEARCH

CULTURAL HERITAGE FOR STRONGER GLOBAL PARTNERSHIPS: REINFORCING
INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION



ENHANCED FORTIFIED HERITAGE COOPERATION IN AN HOLISTIC APPROACH

FORTIFIED HERITAGE, WHICH ENCOMPASSES AN INTANGIBLE DIMENSION, KNOW-HOW AND 
ATTITUDES, IS INEXTRICABLY LINKED TO ITS CONTEXT AND ITS NATURAL AND CULTURAL 
ENVIRONMENT. 

NEW RELATIONSHIPS ARE EMERGING BETWEEN FORTIFIED HERITAGE SITES AND 
CONTEMPORARY CREATION, ALLOWING FURTHER SCOPE FOR CREATIVITY AND INNOVATION 
– LIVING LABS OF IDEAS

NETWORK OF FORTIFIED SITES IN ORDER TO FOSTER DIVERSITY, THE EMPOWERMENT OF 
FORTIFIED HERITAGE COMMUNITIES AND PARTICIPATORY GOVERNANCE. 

AWARENESS RAISING AND OUTREACH ACTIVITIES THROUGH FORTIFIED HERITAGE, ON 
EDUCATION, RESEARCH AND LIFELONG TRAINING ISSUES, BY ESTABLISHING FORTIFIED 
HERITAGE KNOWLEDGE CENTRES AND CENTRES FOR TRAINING IN HERITAGE TRADES AND 
PROFESSIONS, BY MEANS OF APPROPRIATE TEACHING, TRAINING AND RESEARCH 
PROGRAMMES



ENHANCED FORTIFIED HERITAGE COOPERATION IN AN HOLISTIC APPROACH

PLAN AND IMPLEMENT FORTIFIED HERITAGE EXPERIENCES COMBINING DIFFERENT 
FORMS OF CULTURAL EXPRESSION (DANCE, MUSIC, TRADITIONAL OR NEW SKILLS, 
GASTRONOMY, ETC.) AND APPEALING TO DIFFERENT SIDES OF HUMAN NATURE 
(SENSES, FEELINGS, KNOWLEDGE) 

FOSTER REMOTE VIRTUAL DISCOVERY OF FORTIFIED HERITAGE USING “THE STATE OF  
ART” TECHNOLOGIES AND SOCIAL NETWORKS.

EXPLOIT ALL POSSIBLE MEANS TO FACILITATE CITIZEN PARTICIPATION IN THE PROCESS 
OF IDENTIFYING, STUDYING, INTERPRETING, PROTECTING, PRESERVING AND 
PRESENTING THE FORTIFIED CULTURAL HERITAGE 

FOSTER AND ENCOURAGE INITIATIVES  FOR THE COLLECTION OF PARTICIPATORY 
FINANCIAL RESOURCES 
ENCOURAGE ENABLING CONDITIONS FOR THE INVOLVEMENT OF “FORTIFIED”
HERITAGE COMMUNITIES IN PUBLIC ACTION 



ENHANCED FORTIFIED HERITAGE COOPERATION IN AN HOLISTIC APPROACH

FOSTER THE CAPACITY BUILDING  OF DRAFTING OF REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND 
PLANNING DOCUMENTS BASED ON FORTIFIED HERITAGE AS AN INCLUSIVE ASSET, 
WITH THE INVOLVEMENT OF THE POPULATION 

FINALIZE FORTIFIED SITES MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES TO ENSURE THEIR FRUITION 
DURING ALL THE YEAR: DISCOURAGE MERE SEASONAL ACTIVITIES  

PROMOTE PPP PROJECTS FOR THE RECOVERY OF SIGNIFICANT FORTIFIED SITES, ALSO 
THROUGH REGIONAL CROSSBORDER COOPERATIONS, IN AN INTEGRATED HOLISTIC 
FRAMEWORK

MAINSTREAM FORTIFIED HERITAGE POLICIES IN THE NEW EU COMMISSION AGENDA



ENHANCED FORTIFIED HERITAGE COOPERATION IN AN HOLISTIC APPROACH

UN SDG 2030 GOAL 11: MAKE CITIES INCLUSIVE, SAFE RESILIENT AND SUSTAINABLE.
11.4 STRENGTHEN EFFORTS TO PROTECT AND SAFEGUARD THE WORLD’S CULTURAL 
AND NATURAL HERITAGE 
EFFORTS NETWORKING  HAS EFFECTIVELY CONTRIBUTED ON THE CONSENSUS 

BUILDING THAT FORTIFIED HERITAGE IS AN INDISPENSABLE FEATURE OF SUSTAINABLE 
AND RESILIENT CITIES

INCREASED AWARENESS AND UNDERSTANDING OF CROSS-CUTTING FEATURES OF SDG 
11.4:   CULTURAL HERITAGE AND FOOD SALUBRITY, CULTURAL HERITAGE AND WATER 
MANAGEMENT,  CULTURAL HERITAGE AND CLIMATE ACTION. THEY EMBRACE A WIDE 
RANGE OF SECTORS

CULTURAL WELLNESS: FORTIFIED HERITAGE A KEY ELEMENT DERIVING FROM ITS 
STRONG CULTURAL IDENTITY, WHICH IS UNDERPINNED BY CONNECTION TO PLACES, 
LANDSCAPES, TRADITION, HERITAGE AND SHARED STORIES 



EFFORTS ANTWERP STATEMENT

ALL ABOVE-MENTIONED ELEMENTS ARE ENDORSED IN THE MULTI-STAKEHOLDERS 
PARTICIPATORY PROCESS OF FINALIZATION OF THE EFFORTS ANTWERP STATEMENT WHICH 
ENCONPASS AN HOLISTIC MULTI SECTORIAL AND MULTI-FACETED APPROACH

KEY ELEMENTS:

1) WATER FOR DEFENCE/DEFENCE FOR WATER (INUNDATION POTENTIALITIES) 
2) DEFENCE LINES (WATER AND OTHER DEFENCE LINES), BRIDGE AMONG EU COUNTRIES
3) FORTIFIED KNOWLEDGE FOR ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT (SPILLOVER 
EFFECTS INTO OTHER INDUSTRIAL SECTORS: TOURISM, RETAIL, DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES
4) ENVIRONMENTAL EU PROJECTS  - LIFE + BIODIVERSITY, HABITAT. SPECIES
5) CULTURAL EU PROJECTS – EUROPE CREATIVE PROGRAMME – ECONOMIC DIMENSION, 
JOB CREATION
6) SOCIO-ECONOMIC A.O. DEVELOPMENT EU PROJECT – INTERREG  - ECONOMIC, SOCIAL 
AND TERRITORIAL COHESION



ITALIAN FORTIFIED SITES
NETWORKING UMBRELLA

On 21 and 22 November it was
signed the MoU of the Italian
fortified networking umbrella with 6
key actors

Fortified sites of the Nineteenth and Twentieth
Century are a significant, historical, architectural
Landscape exceptional heritage to be handed
Over to the new generations due to their intrinsic
value. The works are located in both the urban and 
Rural areas – sentiment of legacy to the place



THE NETWORK OF FORTIFIED SITES IS SET UP

BY ENTITIES AND BODIES, THAT ARE

APPOINTED AS OWNERS/MANAGER OF THE

FACILITIES, Forte Aurelia (RM), the forts of

Trentino, Fort of Bard (AO) , Rocca d’Anfo

(BS), Forte Tesoro (VR), several other fortified

sites are willing to adhere to the network.

The aim is to foster common activities for the
valorisation of the fortified sites, in an holistic
process of cultural, manament and economic
valorisation

THE CENTRE STUDIES FOR THE VALORISATION
OF THE MILITARY ARCHITECTURES AND OF
THE DEFENCE SYSTEM WILL BE A SIGNIFICANT
INTERNATIONAL CROSSROAD IN THE
BILATERAL AND MULTILATERAL CULTURAL
DIPLOMACY AND AN ARENA OF

CONFRONTATION OF ALL THE STAKEHOLDERS.
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